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indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 Excerpt: .we consider that the aggregate thickness of the stratified rocks so far as
examined by geologists, is about 15 to 18 miles, and that in any one locality only a part of these beds may be
seen together, and when we remember that whilst in one part of the world deposits were forming, in another
part, the land would be above the water, and thus receive no deposits, and that an unbroken series of
sediments nowhere exists, the difficulty of determining by superposition alone, anything more than the relative
age of a few adjacent beds will be seen, and the great value of fossils in deciding the question of age where
otiier tests are insufficient, becomes apparent. The massive or igneous rocks, on the other hand, are not made
up of layers of material of different kinds. They are not made up of fragments, (coarse or fine) of other rocks,
but are generally more or less crystalline. They are found filling the fissures in other rocks, wedged in between
the beds of the stratified rocks, or covering unconformably these beds, as if they had been poured out in a
melted condition. They show no traces of organic remains or fossils. For our purposes we may dismiss this class
of igneous rocks with the remark that in Alabama their distribution is confined to the region of metamorphic
rocks to be explained below, where they are seen filling the fissures in these, sometimes crossing the bedding
planes, sometimes...
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