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Ninety-First Congress, Second Session, September 22, 23 and October 12, 1970 The Subcommittee on Economy
in Government met, pursuant to notice, at 10:05 a.m., in room S - 107, the Capitol Building, Hon. William
Proxmire (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. Present: Senator Proxmire; and Representatives Conable
and Brown. Also present: John R. Stark, executive director; Courtenay M. Slater, economist. Chairman
Proxmire. The subcommittee will come to order. This morning, we are beginning an examination of the
effectiveness of the Nation s criminal justice system. The Subcommittee on Economy in Government has, of
course, a strong and continuing interest in the efficiency of all major Federal programs. | use the term
efficiency in its broadest sense to refer to the allocation of available resources among various components of a
program so as to produce the most effective overall result. Our examinations of other Federal programs have
often revealed examples of gross misallocation of resources. In some cases these misallocations arise from
legislative restrictions on the use of funds. Other misallocations arise simply from our failure to take a
comprehensive look at a program and to ask systematic questions concerning the most effective way to
achieve stated objectives. Our recent study of Federal transportation expenditures, for example, uncovered
both of these problems. We found that, despite the establishment of a Department of Transportation, the
objective of comparing the effectiveness of different types of transportation for meeting a given transportation
need remains far from realization. We also found that legislative constraints, such as the highway trust fund,
impose serious barriers to an effective allocation of transportation funds. In 1968 Congress passed the...
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