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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Man and Beast: Here and Hereafter Homes Without
Hands: being a Description of the Habitations of Animals, classed according to their Principle of Construction.
By J. G. Wood, M.A,, F.L.S., Author of Illustrated Natural History. With about 140 Illustrations engraved on Wood
by G. Pearson, from Original Designs made by F. W. Keyl and E. A. Smith, under the Authors Superintendence.
8vo, Cloth, $4 50; Sheep, $5 00; Half Calf, $6 75. Mr. Woods classification of the habitations of animals opens up
so wide and connected a perspective into the psychology of the animal creation that it possesses quite a
peculiar interest and fascination. The facts that rats and mice live in holes, and birds make nests, taken in an
isolated way, leaves little impression upon the imagination of the master-builder man, drank with his own
glories, who looks with pity and contempt upon dwellings and contrivances which, if not in grandeur, at all
events in delicacy of adaptation and ingenuity of workmanship, rival his own. Niebuhr said somewhere or other
that genius is seen in the magnitude of the results compared with the slenderness of the material attainable.
According to this definition, many animals exhibit far more than instinct - they show genius in the construction
of their homes. But it is only when we study them on some such connected plan as that furnished by Mr. Wood
that we gradually become Irresistibly impressed by sheer cumulative force, rather than direct proof, with the
absurdity of the popular talk about blind instinct, and can not help seeing the large amount of downright solid
intellect which birds and beasts bring to bear on the construction...
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