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priately balance energy development and environmental protection, and imposes mitigation measures to
ensure that approved projects are developed in an environ-mentally responsible manner. . VI CONCLUSION
There is a great deal of potential for the development of additional hydropower projects throughout the
country, in-cluding small projects and marine and hydrokinetic projects. Working within the authority given it
by Con-gress, the Commission continues to adapt its existing, flexible procedures to facilitate the review and,
where ap-propriate, the approval of such projects. Commission staff remains committed to exploring with
project developers, its sister federal agencies, Indian tribes, the states, local gov-ernment, and other
stakeholders every avenue for the re-sponsible development of our nations hydropower poten-tial. The
legislation under consideration will, as | have tes-tified, assist in realizing that potential. This concludes my
remarks. | would be pleased to an-swer any questions you may have. TATEMENT OF TEVEN HALK HIEF
PERATING FFI S S G. C, C O O-CER CTING EPUTY SSISTANT ECRETARY FOR E and AD A S R-E, O E E NEWABLE
NERGY FFICE OF NERGY FFICIENCY AND R E D E ENEWABLE NERGY EPARTMENT OF NERGY Chairman
Bingaman, Ranking Member Murkowski, Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to discuss
the three pieces of legislation before us today: S. 629, the Hydropower Improvement Act of 2011; S. 630, the
Marine and Hydrokinetic Renewable Energy Promotion Act of 2011; and Title I, subtitle D of the American Clean
Energy Leadership Act of 2009 ( ACELA, S....
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