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Excerpt: .of the knife and applied a thin coating of it to all the
iron tools used in the monastery. And such was the abiding
virtue of the Saint s blessing that these tools could never
afterwards inflict a wound on flesh.1 That Columba exercised
great care in transcription, and also in their preservation when
finished, may be gathered from the following occurrence. One
day Baithen, his disciple and immediate successor in the
abbacy of Iona, came to the Saint and said, I want some one of
the brethren to look over with me and correct the Psalter
which I have written. Hearing this, Columba said, Why give me
this trouble without any cause? In that Psalter of thine of which
thou speakest, there is not one superfluous letter to be found,
nor is any wanting except the one vowel I. And accordingly,
when the...
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