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indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: .a song--l came quite near and watched him--saw his breast So
bloodstained, and his ruffled throat Whence quivering music came into mine ears. Sparrows were chirping,
starlings chattering there Up in the tower--coming thereto with worms To feed their young ones in their nest of
straw. Suddenly the child stopped by two green graves.: A little one--Ruth s brother s who did die Just at that
age when little ones are prettiest: The other grave was Ruth s, all newly made, Marked by the newer love (if such
a love Can e er be new or old); flowers of sweet hues Grew round it--newly set with care. The elder grave had
but one buttercup Yellow as a sovereign on it: then there grew Hound it a row of faded mignonette. Sometime |
stood there wondering why glad flowers Are planted by sad graves, where hopes and loves Unutterable are
buried in the earth. Swift as a rill my pensive thoughts did run, As here my words, the symbols of them, run: --
Our little life is made of clay and gold, HUMAN LIFE, 68 Poor dirt and muck mixed with fine azure and stars; Our
souls are born and bred upon the ground, Have their nests there--like the skylark Who creeps from out the
brownish spotted egg Hid in the grassy field, and gets his food Out of the muddy earth--then soars aloft Into the
azure where the stars do dwell--Into the misty azure, and is lost...
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